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PREFACE 

This study of contract labor is the result of a recent 
visit to the Hawaiian Islands. In Honolulu, that most 
hospitable of cities, the author had opportunity to talk 
with many of the men who have been directly re- 
sponsible for the laws under which the industrial possi- 
bilities of the islands have been developed and who are 
now engaged, either as planters or as legislators, in de- 
vising a substitute labor system. Whatever there may 
be of value in this monograph is due directly or indi- 
rectly to them. I am especially indebted to ex-Attorney 
General W. O. Smith for access to the early legislation 
and to court records ; to Chief Justice W. P. Frear and 
Professor W. D. Alexander, who kindly read this essay 
in manuscript, for some important corrections ; to Judge 
A. S. Hartwell, Mr. L. A. Thurston, and Mr. W. N. 
Armstrong for many illuminating suggestions; and to Mr. 
A. P. C. GrifHn of the Congressional Library for courteous 
assistance in hunting down the printed sources of in- 
formation. The list of references on the subject of con- 
tract labor is as yet very brief. The student of this 
phase of Hawaiian history may therefore congratulate 
himself on securing the aid of living authorities so wise 
and so trustworthy. 

Katharine Coman. 

Cedar Hill, Waltham, Massachusetts, 
May 20, 1903. 



